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Abstract

Social issues represent some of the most pressing challenges of
contemporary societies, engaging the attention of citizens, civil
institutions, and intellectual elites alike. Within this context, sociologists
and journalists, as two reference groups, play a pivotal role in the processes
of'identifying, analyzing, and representing social problems. The aim of this
study is to comparatively examine the roles and functions of these two
groups in confronting social issues and the crises arising from them.
Employing a qualitative design that combines a systematic literature
review with a two-round Delphi technique, the perspectives of 15 experts
in sociology and journalism were collected and analyzed. Findings indicate
that sociologists, through scientific methods and structural analysis, and
journalists, through analytical narration and media framing, can act
complementarily in the processes of sensitization, interpretation, and
problem-solving. Furthermore, synergy between these two groups -through
joint working groups, co-production of analytical content, and
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interdisciplinary training- can significantly contribute to the enhancement
of social capital and the advancement of sustainable development.

Keywords: Sociology of Social Problems, Analytical Journalism, Social
Crisis; Media, Social Awareness
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Abstract

Game theory is a powerful tool for analyzing strategic decision-making in
competitive environments and, for this reason, has extensive applications
in media management. The purpose of the present study is to examine the
application of game theory in media management. The study is descriptive
in nature and was conducted using a review method. Accordingly, several
recent studies on game theory and its applications in media management
were reviewed. The findings show that, similar to many other fields, game
theory in media management can provide various strategies for the key
actors in the media environment. Through these strategies, media managers
can monitor audience behavior and, based on this understanding, select
appropriate strategies to influence audiences. Competitive analysis,
negotiation, content management, innovation, and advertising and
marketing in social media are among the most important applications of
game theory in media management.

Keywords: Media, Media Management, Management Strategies, Game
Theory
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Abstrac

The purpose of this study is to examine the role of virtual media in
increasing legal awareness with the aim of reducing judicial cases
and preventing crime. The study also aims to identify the relationship
between trust in virtual media, ease of access, type of usage,
consumption style (following interests), targeted advertising, and
education in virtual media, and their impact on legal awareness and
crime prevention. The research method is descriptive-survey, and
the data were collected through fieldwork. This study is considered
applied in terms of its objective. The statistical population includes
approximately 150 journalists active in legal, judicial, and social
fields in mass media. Data analysis was performed using statistical
tests in SPSS software, with inferential statistics. The results indicate
a significant relationship between trust in virtual media, ease of
access, type of usage, consumption style (following interests),
targeted advertising, education in virtual media, and legal awareness.
These factors can contribute to the reduction of judicial cases. It is
recommended that institutions involved in legal and judicial matters
utilize the potential of virtual media for public education on laws to
reduce crime. Additionally, creating simple, practical, and engaging
legal content can play a significant role in enhancing awareness and
reducing violations and crimes. Collaboration between media outlets
and judicial organizations to design targeted information campaigns,
build trust with users, and promote proper media consumption habits
are other effective strategies in this area.

Keywords: Social Media, Crime, Laws, Judicial Cases, Advertising
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Live Streaming as an Interactive Medium:
Examining the Role of Media Characteristics on Purchase
Intention and Non- Monetary Engagement
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Abstract
Live streaming has emerged as a novel interactive medium, enabling direct

and real-time communication with audiences. This study aims to
investigate the impact of live streaming's media characteristics—including
streamer attributes, product features, and platform capabilities—on users'
purchase intention and non-verbal interaction. The role of these
characteristics in shaping key mediating variables of trust, impulsivity, and
immersion was also evaluated. In terms of purpose, the study is applied,
and regarding data collection, it employs a descriptive-survey method. The
statistical population consisted of users born in the 2000s (Iranian decade
1380s) who had experience watching or participating in online sales live
streams. A sample of 384 individuals was selected using convenience
sampling, and data were collected via a standardized questionnaire. The
reliability and validity of the instrument were confirmed through statistical
techniques, including Cronbach's alpha, and convergent and discriminant
validity. The data were analyzed using SmartPLS software. The findings
revealed that streamer attributes and platform characteristics play a
significant role in fostering user trust, impulsivity, and immersion.
However, the relationship between product features and immersion was
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not significant. It was also found that immersion alone does not guarantee
purchase intention. These results indicate that creating an engaging and
immersive live stream experience does not necessarily lead to a purchase
decision unless accompanied by other critical factors such as trust or
immediate excitement. By focusing on the new generation of digital users,
this study provides valuable insights for media designers and
communication professionals to optimize live streaming strategies and
enhance audience engagement and conversion.

Key words: Live Streaming Marketing, Streamer, Trust,
Impulsivity, Immersion, Purchase Intention, Non-Monetary
Engagement
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Abstract

The accelerated transformation of digital media and the expansion of
platform-based social networks have fundamentally reconfigured classical
models of media power, generating an emergent form of power grounded
in datafication, algorithmic curation, and the orchestration of user
attention. This study aims to systematically revisit the scholarly literature
on the transformation of media power in the platform era and to explicate
the cultural, economic, and governance implications associated with social
media platforms. Using a qualitative—analytical design in the form of a
systematic review, relevant studies were identified through a structured
search strategy and subsequently screened and appraised against
predefined criteria before being subjected to thematic analysis.The
findings indicate that media power within platform ecosystems has become
increasingly networked, algorithmically mediated, and data-driven. It is no
longer reducible to content control alone; rather, it is exercised through the
governance of communicative infrastructures, the modulation of visibility,
and the steering of information flows. In the cultural domain, social
networks produce ambivalent outcomes: they can enable participation and
discursive plurality while simultaneously fostering the flattening of public
discourse and intensifying social polarization. Economically, the
ascendancy of data capitalism and the concentration of infrastructural and
market power in dominant platforms have reshaped the structure of media
markets and value extraction. At the level of governance, the limitations of
legacy regulatory frameworks have become salient, alongside persistent
challenges concerning platform transparency, accountability, and
oversight. Overall, by offering a systematic synthesis of the existing
literature, this study highlights the need for integrative approaches to media

a4

VEoF 5y /7Y 0 konds / puieds Jlo | solasizrl bl uslis analr
Sociology of Social Communication Journal (JSC), Summer 2026, Vol.6, No.21



management and for the development of novel media governance models
suited to platformized communication environments.

Keywords: Media Power, Platforms, Social Media, Media Management,
Media Governance
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Artificial Intelligence: Human and Machine

Ebrahim Ansari
Associate Professor, Islamic Azad University,
Dehaghan Branch, Dehaghan, Iran
ansary41@gmail.com

Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the role of artificial intelligence (Al) in
cultural, social, and economic domains, and to answer the following
questions: What is artificial intelligence, and what can it do? What is an
algorithm, and how does it solve problems based on programmed
parameters? Indeed, artificial intelligence, with its capacity for rapid
analysis, text generation, image creation, and decision-making, offers
efficient speed. This study also addresses the positive and negative
consequences of Al for cultural, social, and economic structures. Finally,
this article explores the following themes to date: "artificial intelligence,"
"the anthropomorphization of machines," "the digitalization of culture,"
"the transformation of global capitalist economic processes," as well as the
"positive and negative consequences" of artificial intelligence.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Algorithm, Digital Revolution,
Information Technology Revolution, Outsourcing, Globalization,
Disconnection
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